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Introduction 

 
 
The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge International AS and  
A Level English (9093), and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) 
relate to the subject’s curriculum and assessment objectives.  
 
In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen to exemplify a range of answers. Each response is 
accompanied by a brief commentary explaining the strengths and weaknesses of the answers.  
 
Each response is annotated with clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or omitted. This, 
in turn, followed by examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they will have to do 
to improve their answers. At the end there is a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for 
each question.  
 
This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work. These help teachers to assess the standard 
required to achieve marks, beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Some question types where the 
answer is clear from the mark scheme, such as short answers and multiple choice, have therefore been 
omitted.  
 
The questions, mark schemes and pre-release material used here are available to download from Teacher 
Support.  
 
 
Past papers, Examiner Reports and other teacher support materials are available on Teacher Support at 
https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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How to use this booklet 

Answers by real candidates in exam 

conditions. These show you the types of 

answers for each level. 

Discuss and analyse the answers with 

your learners in the classroom to 

improve their skills. 

Examiner comments 

are alongside the answers, 

linked to specific part of the 

answer. These explain 

where and why marks were 

awarded. This helps you to 

interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and 

helps your learners to 

refine exam technique. 

This explains how the candidate could have improved the 

answer. This helps you to interpret the standard of 

Cambridge exams and helps your learners to refine exam 

technique. 

Lists the common mistakes candidates made in 

answering each question. This will help your learners to 

avoid these mistakes at the exam and give them the 

best chance of achieving a high mark. 
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Assessment at a glance 

 
For Cambridge International AS and A Level English Language, candidates: 
 

 take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS qualification) 
or 
 

 follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for the Cambridge International AS 
qualification) in one series, then Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in 
a later series 

 
or 
 

 take Papers 1, 2, 3 and 4 only in the same examination series, leading to the full Cambridge 
International A Level. 
 

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take: 
 

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either 
Question 2 or Question 3. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 50% 

 
and 
 

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting 

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and 
one from Section B. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 50% 
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Cambridge International A Level candidates take:  
 

Paper 1 Passages Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: Question 1, and either 
Question 2 or Question 3. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
and 
 

Paper 2 Writing Duration Weighting 

Two sections: Section A and Section B. 
 
Candidates answer two questions: one from Section A and 
one from Section B. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 25% 

 
and 
 

Paper 3 Text Analysis Duration Weighting 

The paper contains two questions 
 
Candidates must answer both questions. 
 
Questions carry equal marks. 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
and  
 

Paper 4 Language Topics Duration Weighting 

The paper contains three questions, each on a separate topic 
area. 
 
Candidates answer two questions. 
 
Questions carry equal marks 
 
Externally assessed.   50 marks 

2 hours 15 minutes 25% 

 
 
Teachers are reminded that the latest syllabus is available on our public website at www.cie.org.uk and 
Teacher Support at https://teachers.cie.org.uk 
 
 

http://www.cie.org.uk/
https://teachers.cie.org.uk/login_form?came_from=https%3A//teachers.cie.org.uk/index_html
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Question 1 

 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The introduction demonstrates 

the candidate's clear understanding 
of the context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate develops an 

insight into the specific audience 
using appropriate evidence from 
the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A counter-argument is set up 

and developed, using some 
linguistic terminology. 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The concept of language to 

include or exclude is explored using 
appropriate evidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Language and purpose is 

further examined. The candidate 
continues to select appropriately 
from the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate now begins to 

examine language and power and 
the status of the interlocutors within 
the context. 

6 

5 

4 4 

5 

6 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate comments fully 

on the structures of questions 
posed by the interviewer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The response is comparative in 

its exploration of the interlocutors' 
utterances and their linguistic 
features. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 In developing the response 

further, the candidate now applies 
the analysis to the previous 
exploration of language and power. 

9 

8 

7 7 

8 

9 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate applies the 

theory of Grice with insightful 
comments and uses appropriate 
evidence from the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate continues to 

apply theory, demonstrating 
knowledge and insight regarding 
Morgan's ingratiating way of 
communicating with Bolt. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate identifies 

Morgan's questioning technique as 
strategic, effectively using a further 
theory on politeness. 

12 

11 

10 10 

11 

12 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The conclusion includes 

comments on linguistic features 
and returns to the original points 
made about the effectiveness of the 
conversation set into the context of 
a television interview. 
 
Total mark awarded =  
21 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
At times, the candidate lost articulacy and the written language became rather informal. To improve the 
answer the candidate could have maintained an academic tone throughout. 
 
There were sections of the response which could have been improved by using more precise linguistic 
terminology to describe the language features being explored, especially in the section of the essay 
concerning questioning techniques. 
 
The candidate’s focus was generally on how the audience might be affected. While this is commendable, the 
candidate could have included more comments specifically on the context of Bolt’s recent achievements. 
 
Where there was discussion on language and status, this could have been made more specific with an 
application of language theory on this subject. 
  

13 13 
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Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The introduction offers a 

succinct explanation of the context 
provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The candidate introduces a 

language theory to comment on the 
register of the interview. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

knowledge of spontaneity and 
selects appropriately from the 
transcript as evidence. 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate attempts to 

explore the nature of Morgan's 
questioning technique. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

understanding of the structure of 
the interview and applies some 
technical terminology to describe 
the effects conveyed by language 
and purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There is a brief comment on 

Goffman's theory which is 
appropriate, to an extent. 

6 

5 

4 4 

5 

6 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

knowledge of Grice's maxims and 
successfully applies theory to 
argument with evidence from the 
transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate's brief comments 

on politeness theories demonstrate 
an understanding of the purpose of 
the interview and the effects of 
Morgan's flattery. 

8 

7 7 

8 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The conclusion is a succinct 

precis of the candidate's points 
raised. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate could have improved the answer by a fuller explanation of Goffman’s theory. The brief 
discussion of this was only appropriate to an extent and could have been the subject of a more developed 
exploration. 
 
Further theories on politeness were briefly mentioned. These were not all attributed to a theorist: the 
candidate could have improved the response by using specific names and by providing an explanation as to 
how and why a particular theory could be applied to the linguistic ingredients of the transcript. 
 
The candidate stated that the interview was spontaneous for both interlocutors. The response could have 
been improved by closer reading, as Morgan’s questions were prepared, and only Bolt’s replies were 
spontaneous; this aspect of the interview affected the overall levels of formality which did not match. This 
was a fundamental element of the language used in the transcription which in the candidate’s case was not 
recognised. 
  

9 9 
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Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

some confusion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate selects 

appropriately from the transcript to 
demonstrate understanding of 
language and purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers assertion 

on the content of the interview with 
some misreading. 
 

 The candidate offers a brief 

comment on Bolt's use of language 
and continues by paraphrasing the 
transcript. 
 

4 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There is further paraphrasing of 

the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The response is narrative rather 

than linguistic.  

6 

5 5 

6 



Question 1 

 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 19 
 

Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate spots some 

features of the transcript and 
provides a generalised comment. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate attempts to 

provide a basic sociological 
comment. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
4 out of 25 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 

7 7 

8 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The response opened with some confusion which may have been due to the candidate’s loss of control of 
written English. 
 
As the essay continued, it was clear that the candidate understood the context and was able to select 
evidence from the transcription. However, the response was largely narrative, paraphrasing chronologically 
the content of the piece, rather than offering a linguistic analysis.  
 
Comments displayed a tendency to unsupported assertion regarding semantic meaning of the interview and 
some comments showed misreading. An initial close reading of the transcription may have avoided this latter 
issue. 
 
Overall, the candidate could have improved the answer by identifying specific linguistic elements using 
technical terminology and making an exploration of language, structure and purpose, rather than only 
paraphrasing the transcription.  
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
Candidates often tried to assess the socio-economic status of the interlocutors by attempting to analyse 
accent which was not presented by the transcription. In doing so, the response became irrelevant to the 
question. Candidates also attempted to criticise the quality of English used by the interlocutors. It was not 
part of the question to assess or offer assertion on the interlocutors’ intellectual status. 
 
Candidates were generally keen to demonstrate their knowledge of genderlect. However, discussion on 
language and gender is only one aspect of spoken language and candidates should have taken care not to 
allow it to dominate the response.  
 
Weaker candidates who referred to language theorists commonly did not give a satisfactory explanation of 
the theory and why it was appropriate for it to be applied to elements of the transcription. Candidates should 
have been aware that it is not sufficient merely to mention a theorist’s name. 
 
Candidates needed to be aware of the conventions of conversation transcription. Some candidates criticised 
the interlocutors for not using punctuation in their utterances: according to transcription convention, 
punctuation is not used. 
 
Weaker candidates lost control of their own written language at times. They also offered a generalised, 
rather than analytical, response using standard English terms. Candidates should have used technical 
linguistic terminology to describe the linguistic elements and to explore the effects and qualities conveyed by 
language, structure, purpose and context. 



Question 2 

 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 21 
 

Question 2 

 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The introduction is articulate 

and succinct. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

understanding of the argument set 
up by the passage, provides 
evidence from the text 
appropriately, and develops the 
response by applying wider 
knowledge of the current global 
situation regarding language and 
power. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate explores the 

linguistic issue by selecting 
appropriately from the context 
provided. 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The candidate explains 

language and elitism by applying 
examples from wider personal 
experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate develops the 

response through language and 
power to education, mirroring the 
passage provided and making 
appropriate reference. 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

knowledge of the stages of 
development of a language. 

6 

5 

4 4 

5 

6 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

evidence of wider experience of 
learning English. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate recognises the 

counter-argument, making 
appropriate reference to the 
passage and carefully selecting 
evidence. 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers personal 

opinion on the linguistic issue. 
 

9 

8 

7 7 

8 

9 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 The candidate applies evidence 

of wider reading on the spread of 
English and language death. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate explores 

language complacency by making 
reference to the passage and 
selecting appropriate evidence. 

11 

10 10 

11 



Question 2 

 Cambridge International AS and A Level English 9093 25 
 

Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers personal 

opinion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate demonstrates 

understanding of English in 
international business settings by 
exploring the passage and offering 
further examples from wider 
reading. 

13 

12 12 

13 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers further 

personal opinion in returning to the 
original issue of the rise of 
Mandarin as a possible global 
language, making reference to the 
passage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate continues to 

focus on the business context of 
the passage. 

15 

14 14 

15 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The conclusion is a succinct 

precis of the main argument of the 
passage provided. 
 
Total mark awarded =  
19 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
Where the candidate made reference to examples from wider experience or reading concerning the use of 
language in various countries, the writing demonstrated a loss of register. The answer could have been 
improved by maintaining an appropriate register and by not using the quotes, as these provided a tendency 
to generalised assertion. These sections of the response were rather prolonged and could have been further 
improved by the candidate writing in a more succinct style. 
 
The candidate could have improved the answer by applying theory to the linguistic issue, such as those 
theories put forward by Kachru, Diamond or Crystal. 
  

16 16 
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Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate prepares a short 

plan from which to focus the 
response. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The introduction offers 

generalised assertion. 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate now refers to the 

passage and interprets advantages 
of learning English. 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 

 

 The candidate offers examples 

from wider reading or wider 
personal experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate selects 

appropriately from the text in order 
to examine comments gained from 
wider reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate presents a 

counter-argument and then 
proceeds to refer to contemporary 
global political difficulties, 
demonstrating appreciation of the 
wider implications of the linguistic 
issue. 

6 

5 

4 4 

5 

6 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate appreciates the 

humour of the passage while 
appreciating the depth of 
importance of the linguistic issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers personal 

opinion on the gender issue of 
English language learning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate briefly comments 

on language death and language 
learning as an obligation. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The response opened with an assertive statement and a comment from Crystal. These did not demonstrate 
direct focus on the question, so the introduction to the essay was not relevant. The candidate could have 
improved the answer by using an introduction which immediately addressed the question. 
 
The candidate offered further assertion in the discussion on gender and English language learning. The 
answer could have been improved by positively exploring the ways in which English language learning by 
women can fulfil international business requirements, rather than generalising on misogyny, patriarchy or 
oppression. 
 
The conclusion made only brief mention of language death and language learning by obligation. The answer 
could have been improved by a fuller and more developed exploration of these two linguistic issues. 
  

9 

8 

7 7 

8 

9 
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Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate opens by giving 

positive views on the issue of 
English as a global language. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The issue of English as a global 

language and economic growth has 
been addressed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate discusses part of 

the first paragraph of the context 
provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 There is evidence of some 

misreading of the context provided. 

4 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 

4 
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Example candidate response – low, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 
 
 

 Loss of focus on the question. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate attempts to 

explain difficulties faced in 
international business 
communication. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate offers a 

paraphrase of the penultimate 
paragraph of the context provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Attempts to demonstrate 

evidence of wider knowledge 
although focus is not maintained on 
the question or the context 
provided. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
5 out of 25 

  

8 

7 

6 

5  5 

6 

7 

8 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
At times, the candidate lost the focus of the question in an attempt to demonstrate evidence of wider reading. 
This resulted in the latter part of the response becoming irrelevant. The answer could have been improved, 
therefore, by maintaining focus throughout. 
 
Parts of the response merely paraphrased sections of the passage. The candidate could have improved the 
answer by, instead of paraphrasing, selecting an idea from the passage, inserting a short quote to evidence 
the argument, and then providing an explanation and development of the idea by applying knowledge from 
wider reading. 
 
There was some evidence of misreading the context. Had this not occurred, and the candidate had used a 
linguistic stance, a discussion regarding the language complacency of native English speakers would have 
attracted further marks. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
A common mistake which candidates made in Question 2 was to take inadequate account of the focus of the 
passage provided, and instead write about other issues concerning English as a global language not 
covered by the context. The passage, or passages, always have a direct focus – for example, language 
learning to facilitate international business – and candidates should have taken notice that the question asks 
for reference to specific details from the passage. 
 
On the other hand, some weaker candidates chose simply to rewrite the content of the passage provided 
into their own words, with the response resulting in a chronological paraphrase. This method did not 
demonstrate a candidate’s own ideas, nor any knowledge gained from wider study or experience, which is 
what was required in this question. 
 
Commonly, weaker candidates chose to write a lengthy historical account of the growth of English as a 
global language, leaving themselves short of time to explore fully the linguistic issue presented.  
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Question 3 

 

Example candidate response – high Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate has provided a 

well-organised plan. 

1 1 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 

 This is, in fact, a response to 

Question 3 and not Question 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate correctly 

identifies the purpose and context 
of the discourse. 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate correctly 

identifies Rebecca's stage of 
language acquisition and uses an 
appropriate theoretical model to 
support the point. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate is assertive and 

is able to apply theory to a 
phonological argument which is 
then developed by an explanation 
of child language acquisition theory 
and examples from the transcript. 

5 

4 

3 

2 2 

3 

4 

5 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 While identifying linguistic 

features, the candidate refers 
confidently to language structures 
with technical terminology. 
 
 
 

 Here, the candidate analyses 

linguistic features while referring 
back to the context and purpose. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate discusses how 

the child could give clearer 
meaning and briefly introduces a 
further theorist to support the point. 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate confidently 

discusses syntax with appropriate 
examples being labelled correctly. 

9 

8 

7 

6 6 

7 

8 

9 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 The response is articulate and 

fluent and offers insight into how 
the child's syntax acquisition falls 
into an early stage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate now begins to 

develop the response from initial 
discussion on phonological, lexical 
and syntactical acquisition through 
to semantics, applying new 
theoretical explanation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There is further linguistic 

exploration here as the candidate 
discusses pragmatics within the 
imaginative role play. 

12 

11 

10 

11 

10 

12 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 

 The candidate provides 

explanation and exploration of the 
father's role as linguistic caregiver 
by briefly discussing theory and 
providing appropriate examples 
from the text. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate correctly 

identifies the father as recasting 
rather than correcting his 
daughter's utterance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate explains the 

contrast in the two linguistic 
theories discussed. 

15 

14 

13 13 

14 

15 
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Example candidate response – high, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The response contains 

evidence of a good deal of wider 
reading and confidently applies this 
to the context provided. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
22 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The penultimate paragraph was somewhat lengthy. The candidate could have improved the response by 
writing more succinctly, or by using fewer examples (such as the one provided regarding Deaf Jim) to 
illustrate the point made. 
 
The candidate identified phoneme /p/ as a voiced plosive, rather than an unvoiced plosive. To improve the 
answer, the candidate should have been accurate in labelling phonological ingredients. 
 
  

16 16 
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Example candidate response – middle Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The response opens with a 

confident assertion regarding the 
context. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate continues to 

offer assertion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate selects 

appropriately from the transcript in 
order to demonstrate knowledge of 
child language acquisition theory, 
on which some brief comments are 
provided.  

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 The candidate attempts to 

explore language and structure with 
comment on the father's role in the 
interaction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There is some development as 

the candidate continues to explore 
the father's utterances with a brief 
comment on the work of Skinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate correctly 

identifies the stage of language 
acquisition which the child has 
reached, and selects appropriate 
evidence from the transcript. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate applies language 

acquisition appropriately, offering a 
more developed explanation. 

7 

6 

5 

4 4 

5 

6 

7 
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Example candidate response – middle, continued Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate has attempted to 

apply Piaget's theory of cognitive 
development with a very brief 
mention. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The conclusion is a concise 

rewording of the body of the essay. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
12 out of 25 

 

How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
The candidate tended to make assertions. The answer could have been improved by providing developed, 
rather than generalised, comments on the stage of language acquisition of the child in the second 
paragraph. 
 
The response demonstrated some wider reading of child language acquisition theories. However, these were 
not always explained, therefore the candidate could have improved the answer by writing in a more precise 
manner, with appropriate selections from the transcription as evidence. This was particularly relevant in the 
section regarding Piaget, whose name was only briefly mentioned. 
 
The candidate commented on the purpose of the father’s questioning technique to an extent. To improve the 
answer, the candidate could have developed an argument concerning caretaker speech and the way 
Rebecca reacts in her turn-taking. 
 
Overall, the answer could have been improved by using more linguistic terminology throughout the essay. 

9 

8 8 

9 
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Example candidate response – low Examiner comments 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate attempts to spot 

features of the discourse and 
provide a basic comment which 
does not take a linguistic stance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The candidate spots further 

features using the correct 
terminology, with basic comment. 
 
 

 The response demonstrates 

some understanding of the context 
provided. 
 
Total mark awarded = 
2 out of 25 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 

2 

1 1 

2 

3 
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How the candidate could have improved the answer 
 
Often, a response is brief when a candidate has insufficient time left to complete the essay. However, even 
in short responses it is possible to achieve some marks. In this case, although the response was brief, the 
candidate could have improved the essay by using linguistic terminology instead of generalised standard 
English. 
 
Some language features were spotted and if the candidate had provided more than a basic comment 
regarding these, more marks would have been awarded. The stage of language acquisition in the child was 
not identified, nor was there any reference to language theory. The candidate selected some quotes from the 
transcription but comments lacked precision and ideas were undeveloped.  
 
Overall, the candidate appeared to have understood the context. A fuller exploration of language acquisition 
through imaginary play would have improved the response. 
 

Common mistakes candidates made in this question 
 
In Question 3, a mistake commonly made was to wrongly identify the stage of language acquisition in the 
child. There was evidence in the transcription of holophrastic and telegraphic speech and Piaget’s pre-
operational stage. Often candidates described the child’s utterances as ‘holographic’ and ‘telephrastic’ in 
error. Candidates should be aware of the importance of using linguistic terminology fluently and correctly. 
 
In selecting theories to apply to their analyses, some candidates chose to write about the work of Grice, 
Tannen or Lakoff. It is important to retain focus on child language acquisition in Question 3, which has 
specific demands that are quite different from those in Question 1. Therefore mention of theorists 
specialising in gender or politeness, for example, were inappropriate. 
 
Many candidates referred to the child’s early stage grammar and syntax examples as ‘mistakes’. More 
accurately, these examples could be termed ‘virtuous errors’ with an opportunity to open a discussion on the 
work of Chomsky. 
 
Weaker candidates stated that the adult’s function was purely to teach the child. This was a missed 
opportunity to explore how language is acquired through play, where discussion on the Hallidayan 
imaginative, representational and regulatory functions would have been stronger. 
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